
Spring Beekeeping  
& Hunter Honey



Winter Jobs Done
• Wax cappings processed 
• Feed stores; weigh colonies, fondant available 
• Winter mite treatments done; oxalic vapour 
• Build new equipment; frames, woodenware



Colony Weight & Feeding

• Fall weight 2 Br boxes;  feed 2:1 syrup if <120lb min. until “0 C” 
• Fondant for winter temperature feed 
• Winter Weight; Jan, Feb, March visual check fondant if “warm “day 
• Spring Weight; March feed 1:1 syrup when 10C BUT Close watch if 

colony is <80lb . Condensate Moisture/Water in frames can make 
empty frames seem heavy. Colony disposition can tell a lot about 
feed stores available. Strong colonies can be quite demanding and 
heavy feeders and are often early to swarm. Heavy feeding, 
especially pollen patties, can overstimulate brood production.



Wrapped hives
Infra-red image of 2 colonies wrapped 
together with large populations in lower 
brood boxes



IR image of 2 wrapped 
colonies
Different sized populations in upper brood 
boxes



Insulated colony 
Large dispersed population 

 in lower brood box



Looking ahead to growth and recovery



Jobs

• Apiary work - fence repair 
• Hive work – colony and bee health 
• Equipment work – build repair and clean, hive ware and machinery 
• Records work – planning for increase & swarm management 
• Honey and Wax sales – income tax and records



Colony and Bee health

• Clean bottom boards 
• Torch and rewax BBs 
• Dead-0uts; bring in for post-mortem 
• Cull old dark brood frames 
• Trap early wasp queens 
• Assess colony strength; divide? or graft?



Manpower vs Machine power in a one-person operation



Apiary Visits – plan to meet an objective

• Mite assessment; Mite Drop, Sugar/Alcohol Shake, Drone Brood Pull, 
Walking or Deformed DWV bees, Brood Cell Perforations, Phoretic 
Mites (by AI, on Nurse/Drones) 

• Colony weights,  

• Colony disposition,  

• Queen presence or strength,  

• # of brood frames/ # of frames of bees, 

• “top/bottom” estimate (# frames bees on top-bars/ # on bottoms) 

• Pollen frames/honey frames





Records: how and what to record
• Every Colony needs an identity! 
• Many systems tried but immediately accessible info is the most useful! 
• Permanent marker notations on top of the outer cover, UNDER a sheet of rigid 

insulation on every colony 
• Eg. NQR “not queen right” or saw ELP (eggs, larvae, pupae)!, Saw Q!, 
• + 2 fr P, + PP, +fr H 
• SPC B1, SWC B2 
• Q ’25, QC ‘25(col), 
• ALWAYS dates! And then enter to clipboard of “to do”tasks. 
• Harvest info, and late season colony condition eg. Q-, Q+ 
• Treatment details; FA 1 on B1 etc.



Swarm control

There are many ways to reduce swarm behaviour, but the thing to 
remember is that swarm preparation starts 2 or 3 weeks before any 
visible signs of swarm preparation appears. Prevention is the key to 
avoidance.  
All of the influencing factors must be considered, and some are beyond 
a beekeeper’s jurisdiction, (eg weather) but they can be foreseeable. 
Beespace, nectar flows/storage space, age/queen condition.Swarming is 
a natural tendancy: it indicates a healthy colony! But it is very annoying 
to deal with!





Queens and Swarms
• Easiest “Walk Away Split” 
• Planning for queen replacement; 

• Split and buy queen 
• Split and buy/graft queen cell 
• Graft or cage queen



Population Dynamics; Varroa & Bees 
from Scientific Beekeeping/Randy Oliver 
https://scientificbeekeeping.com/ipm-3-strategy-understanding-varroa-population-
dynamics/



Spring Varroa Assessments & Treatments

• Spring brood counts are very high so a large proportion of mites can 
be undetected under the brood cell cappings if mite drops are used to 
assay mite populations, THEREFORE a treatment that can go past the 
cell cappings is important  in the spring. 
• Formic Pro or other formic acid delivery methods are preferred 
• Whatever method of mite control is used (chemical (hard or organic) 

biological/broodless period, or other….. 
• Monitoring mite levels should be continuous and consistent 

throughout the season.



https://scientificbeekeeping.com/ipm-3-strategy-understanding-varroa-population-dynamics/



March 
 from KBC Calendar



April 
from KBC  
Calendar



May 
KBC 
Calendar



That’s what I’m talkin’ about!


